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planitjewish.com PUTS JEWISH LIFE AT YOUR FINGERTIPS
Individuals tell how they connect to Jewish life in their communities
“When my friends ask me about community events, I simply tell them, 

‘Look it up on PlanitJewish.com.’”

-Holly Brod-Farber, Jewish Community Volunteer, St. Paul, Minnesota

Holly Brod-Farber has established herself as a young leader in the Twin Cities Jewish community.  A mother of three and an active community volunteer, she uses PlanitJewish.com in several different ways to make Jewish connections.  As adult education coordinator for the Jewish Community Relations Council, she publicizes events on the site.  In her capacity as board member of the National Council of Jewish Women, she encourages her local chapter to attract volunteers online through PlanitJewish.com.  And on weekends, she searches the site for programs of interest to her family.

Holly considers PlanitJewish.com a valuable asset to the community.  As a de facto community resource person, she is glad to refer friends to the site when they come to her for information about upcoming Jewish events.  With enthusiasm, Holly explains the features she believes are most beneficial, including the ability to choose event categories of personal interest and receive a weekly e-mail listing upcoming events tailored to one’s preferences.  She cites the convenience of 24-7 access to Jewish community information as another key benefit. “In my opinion, having this Web site is as critical for communication as having phones,” she says. 

2,000 miles away on the West Coast, aviation software engineer Ryan Withop echoes Holly’s sentiments.  He logged on to PlanitJewish.com after finding it listed in a Bay Area Jewish resource guide.   “I found the site particularly useful for connecting with people and potential employers in the Jewish community during my recent job hunt,” he remembers.  “PlanitJewish.com provides a very good summary of the many Jewish activities in our area, and it helped me renew my connection to the Jewish community,” Ryan says.  From the start, he was pleasantly surprised at how well the organizations kept event information up-to-date, and he was impressed with the site’s advanced scheduling technology.  One of his favorite features remains the ability to synchronize schedules with Microsoft Outlook and his PDA.
Unaffiliated with a synagogue, Ryan and his family now attend a variety of community events sponsored by organizations such as the local Jewish Federation and JCC.  Whether searching for activities for his toddler or reserving space online for a lecture on the Israeli-Palestinian situation, Ryan finds PlanitJewish.com helpful tool.  “It would be impossible for me to search every organization’s Web site to find upcoming events,” Ryan says.  “I like PlanitJewish.com because I can find what I want.” 

Fellow Bay Area resident Liza Wallach couldn’t agree more.  A single entrepreneur and American Jewish Committee board member, Liza also sees PlanitJewish.com as a great service to connect people with Jewish life.  “The Web site is so functional,” Liza says. She praises the service as a time saver and an easy way to make contacts with Jewish organizations. “PlanitJewish.com is my first choice to find out what’s happening in Jewish life here in San Francisco,” she adds.

