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JCC CONNECTS TO LOCAL COMMUNITY WITH PLANITJEWISH.COM

JCC-Y of Rockland, New York

“PlanitJewish.com is part of our long-term strategy to touch as many Jewish lives as possible.”

-David Kirschtel, Executive Director, JCC-Y of Rockland

As the JCC-Y of Rockland, New York, organized its first-ever Jewish film festival, event organizers realized that a critical piece was missing.  “We did not have a good mechanism to generate the kind of ticket sales necessary to make the event a success,” explains JCC-Y Administrative Director Lynn Sabat. PlanitJewish.com, with its new custom outreach service for JCC’s, had the answer. 

PlanitJewish.com is an online interactive calendar service linked to the JCC-Y’s website.  It provides essential information about all JCC-Y activities, programs and events with a built-in search engine that helps users find programs easily by age, type of activity, time or date.  Furthermore, users can RSVP online, make secure payments, synch events to a personal calendar and provide feedback through e-surveys.  All of these features are designed to help JCCs build participation, streamline program registration and gather important feedback for future programming efforts.

In addition to online ticket sales and event sign ups, the JCC-Y sees benefits in many of the other features PlanitJewish.com offers.  “We’re very excited about the automatic 

e-mail updates,” Lynn says. “We will have the ability to send regular event notices, reminders and thank you’s to persons who have chosen certain areas of interest.”


Thus, for the first time the JCC-Y will have the ability to market its programs 

cost effectively to a well-defined target audience.  “This will be especially helpful for getting the word out about our singles programs, for we know that young adults are online and Internet-savvy,” Lynn points out.

In a community of more than 100,000 Jews, the JCC-Y of Rockland serves thousands of people of all ages, abilities and walks of life.  Like many other JCC’s across the nation, it struggles with budget concerns and the often-expensive imperative of promoting memberships, services and programs.  The organization needed to find creative ways to more effectively reach out to the community.

“The tools provided by PlanitJewish.com position us as a central, reliable and convenient resource,” explains David Kirschtel, JCC-Y executive director. “ I think people will have a good reason to come back to our website and hopefully then participate in community center life.”
