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ORGANIZATIONS BUILD COMMUNITY WITH PlanitJewish.com

Jewish Singles Collaborative, Minneapolis/St.Paul, Minnesota

“I can’t even imagine how I could do what I do without PlanitJewish.com.”




-Fred Haeusler, Coordinator, Jewish Singles Collaborative

PlanitJewish.com has made Fred’s job easier.  As coordinator of the Jewish Singles Collaborative (JSC) in St. Paul, Minnesota, he spends his time trying to connect Jewish single people with community events and programs that match their interests.  For JSC, PlanitJewish.com is a slam dunk.

“Our old community calendar was awkward and never current,” Fred recalls.  “Therefore, few in our community ever accessed it.”  But PlanitJewish.com changed all that when the Twin Cities Jewish community launched the service in December 2002.  “Now we have an easy-to-use online calendar that offers great value for our organization and the people we serve,” Fred explains.

PlanitJewish.com benefits JSC most in the area of singles advocacy.  JSC works with synagogues, JCCs and other agencies to co-sponsor programs and add a “singles” component to existing ones.  With the help of PlanitJewish.com, Fred can quickly scan upcoming community-wide events and strategize ways to get singles involved. He often showcases events he finds on the community calendar in his newsletter sent to more than 1,700 Jewish singles.

Program planning is easier with PlanitJewish.com as well.  Fred always checks the online community calendar before setting singles program dates.  “It’s a wonderful way to ensure that Jewish organizations are not competing for the same audience on the same day,” he says.  Fred notes that it may take some time before all community organizations learn to post their events in a timely fashion, but he points out that he has seen improvement over time and considers this a “community learning curve.”

Once he chooses an event date, Fred finds it a snap to add program details to the calendar.  
“The PlanitJewish.com coordinator at our Jewish Federation offered a great training session and was tremendously responsive to our ideas and questions,” he explains.  Fred also appreciates the periodic updates from PlanitJewish.com about new features and tips on how to maximize the impact of event listings.  He finds it helpful to categorize each event based on both its content and potential audience.  For example, a singles golf tournament might be listed under the categories of “Singles, Young Adults and Sports” to make it easier to find.

“When you think about what Jewish organizations are trying to accomplish, PlanitJewish.com fits the bill for publicity and outreach to Web-savvy people,” Fred says.  “My organization is all about getting people off the couch and involved in their community.  To that end PlanitJewish.com is absolutely fabulous.”

