
Jewish Day Schools Can Access Technology Grant

Time running out on subsidy available for online tools that connect parents, alumni, teacher, faculty and students

April 18, 2005 – San Francisco, CA – Now, there will be no more excuses like, “the dog ate my homework.” The San Francisco-based Levine-Lent Family Foundation and PlanitJewish.com are rolling out an online outreach and connection service for Jewish day schools across the country. 

The sites will help anyone connected to the day schools – teachers, students, parents and the greater Jewish community – feel fully involved and engaged in the day school community. The Levine-Lent Family Foundation is subsidizing the cost of the website for the first year for up to twenty schools. The grant will be closing on June 15, 2005.

Far more than just static content, the customized PlanitJewish.com secure service easily links to any school’s current website.  It will offer synching calendars that allow parents, teachers and students to access class assignments, event calendars for the whole school, interactive community tools to assist in sharing information, volunteer and event sign ups, lunch menus, homework and even online donation information. 

“Jewish day schools work hard to create a real sense of community for their constituents. The PlanitJewish.com platform provides us a great way to ensure all members of our school community feel involved and will help us streamline volunteer and fundraising efforts,” says Rabbi Lev Herrnson, Head of School at the Lehrman Community Day School in Miami, FL. “Having this type of online service subsidized by the Levine-Lent Family Foundation is an amazing gift – we are truly appreciative to be one of the first in the country to take advantage of this opportunity.”

According to Bobby Lent, President of the Levine-Lent Family Foundation, “The goal of this project is to continue to utilize the best technology to help day schools with additional marketing and outreach.” 

PlanitJewish.com provides a simple way for schools to manage and maintain all of their content.  Full training and support are included in the grant. Schools are responsible for paying for a nominal monthly hosting and support fee starting in year two.

“We’ve created successful PlanitJewish.com communities across the country and are now able – thanks to this generous grant from the Levine-Lent Family Foundation – to help Jewish schools make it easy to maximize their community interactions,” says PlanitJewish.com founder, Howard Brown.  PlanitJewish.com currently provides websites for eight Jewish communities with more coming soon.

The success of PlanitJewish.com at connecting more people to Jewish schools has been recognized by the pre-eminent Jewish day school organizations in the US, including the Partnership for Excellence in Jewish Education (PEJE), the Solomon Schechter Schools and RAVSAK - The Jewish Community Day School Network. 

Information on this timely grant for bringing PlanitJewish.com to your Jewish day school can be obtained by contacting Howard Brown at 650-286-4303 or email to: howard@planitjewish.com.

About PlanitJewish.com

PlanitJewish.com (www.PlanitJewish.com) is revolutionizing the way the Jewish world communicates and is transforming the nature of Jewish involvement. PlanitJewish.com is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization committed to advancing participation, membership and volunteerism in local Jewish communities. 

